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Division of Water Quality 

DATE: June 13, 1980 

SUBJECT: Valley of the Drums Recommendations 

The sampling data supplied has been reviewed by the Division of Water Quality. 
It appears one sample (effluent, chamber 1) was not analyzed, therefore a 
judgement as to whether the carbon is spent in this chamber cannot be made. 
However, changing the carbon is both chambers is recommended due to the organics 
concentrations indicated by the available data. 

From the samples that were analyzed, it was obvious the carbon filters were 
not providing any removal of organics. In fact, organics were being desorbed 
from the carbon causing an increase in concentration at the effluent. 

It is the recommendation of the Division of Water Quality that the carbon in 
both chambers be removed and new carbon added as soon as possible. It is further 
recommended that: (1) a filter backwash system be incorporated into both carbon 
chambers in the near future and (2) replace the existing, manually operated, 
pump with an automatic, floating pump. 
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